
May 7, 2019 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 
were present.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda. Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 18th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward discussion on the trapper registration form submitted by Kelly (Buck) Engen.  
Commissioner Gunderson asked if Mr. Engen had been provided the Beaver Trapping Policy.  A/T Hanson stated 
that she would provide that to Mr. Engen.  Consensus of the board was to wait until after Mr. Engen had received 
the policy and understood the process before approving his trapper registration.   
 
A/T Hanson brought discussion forward regarding a Professional Service Agreement with Molly Jones as an 
independent contractor to assist the Assessor’s Office in the recoup of data lost with the data compromise 
experienced in August of 2018.  She will be re-sketching parcels for input into the CAMA System.  Ms. Hanson 
explained that using an independent contractor allows the county to recover this cost through the MCIT Cyber 
coverage.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Professional Service Agreement with Ms. 
Jones.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:25 a.m. Kelly Kappes, custodian, addressed the board regarding a Loss Prevention Report received from 
Hartford Steam Boiler following a service inspection on April 1, 2019.  Kelly noted that HSB recommended an 
infrared survey of the complete electrical system at earliest convenience and then be repeated every 3 years. 
Another area of concern was the lack of surge suppression devices on the main and distribution panels at the 
facility.  Consensus of the board was to move ahead with infrared inspection at this time.   
 
At 9:30 a.m.  Jeremy Thornton, Norman County Sheriff, addressed the board with regard to a retirement letter 
received from Joel Andersen, who has served the county as a dispatcher for 36 years.  Commissioner Hall made 
a motion to accept the retirement letter from Mr. Andersen with thanks for his 36 years of service to the county.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Sheriff Thornton also asked to begin 
the advertising process to hire an additional dispatcher.  Board agreed to this replacement.   
 
A/T Hanson then addressed the board with regard to a proposal for replacement of the front counters in the 
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office, as well as replacement of the countertops over two sets of file cabinets and an 
additional cabinet.  Ms. Hanson had two estimates in hand, one from Woodworks by Vorwerk LLC of Hendrum, in 
the amount of $6,995 and the second from Magnell Custom Cabinets & Woodworking, LLC of Halstad for 
$15,964.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall mad a motion to approve the proposal from Woodworks by 
Vorwerk, LLC for the cabinets and counters in the A/T Office.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland called for a short break before beginning with the Highway Dept agenda at 9:45 a.m.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  Ms. Swenson started with an 
update on the highway building Request for Proposals, stating they had sent out 7 requests, had received 5 back, 
and had narrowed it down to 3, being Widseth, Smith, & Nolting; Oertel Architects; and ICON Architects.  The 
building committee had met and all recommended working with WSN.  After considerable discussion, 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to move ahead with the space needs analysis/feasibility report, building 
alternate analysis and site analysis contingent on the City of Ada selling the property to the county.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
The next item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was contract authorization for SAP 054-603-014 and SPA 054-603-015, 
also known as the Shelly Project.  Jerilyn stated the county has received the signed contract from RJ Zavoral in 
the amount of $451,891.89.  Ms. Swenson also noted that a project preconstruction meeting was held on 
Thursday, May 2nd, and the contractor anticipates work commencing the last week of May.  They plan to start 
work on the rural portion from the Red River Bridge to the Marsh River Bridge first, and then hopefully begin work 
within the City of Shelly in mid June, with hopes to complete the project by early July.  Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to approve the contract with RJ Zavoral for SAP 054-603-014 & SAP 054-603-015.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on engineer Swenson’s agenda was an application for maintenance on County Ditch 8 submitted 
by Perry and Kelly Skaurud to install clay berms along 3 areas on County Ditch 8 and install a tile pump and outlet 
into the county ditch.  Barry Halland, chairman of the Ditch 8 committee, addressed the board regarding the plan 
with Ditch 8 and how tiling may change the benefitting area.  After significant discussion including whether this 
has been approved by WRWD, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to table the application for maintenance 
work on Ditch 8.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Next on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was a MnDOT Detour Agreement for Trunk Highway 75 and No. 200.  During 
construction MnDOT is requesting use of CSAH 39, CSAH 4, CSAH 25, CSAH 10, CSAH 21, CSAH 19 and 
CSAH 51 as a temporary Trunk Highway for approximately 132 days.  In return, MnDOT will reimburse the county 
$32,883.88 for road life consumed by the detour as computed using the “Gas Tax Method”.  Commissioner 



Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 05-07-2019, a resolution to enter into MnDOT Agreement No. 1033648 
with the State of Minnesota for a detour agreement for Trunk Highway 75 and 200 detour.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  Commissioner 
Hall then made a motion to approve the detour agreement with MnDOT.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Jerilyn’s agenda was the bid opening held May 6th, for SAP 054-636-017, SAP 054-638-008, 
and SP 054-070-010.  The county had received four qualifying bidders and the apparent low bid is RJ Zavoral & 
Sons in the amount of $2,142,608.12.  Following discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve pre-awarding the three aforementioned projects to RJ Zavoral & Sons, contingent on approval from St. 
Paul due to the federal dollars tied to these projects.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Next was a construction update regarding the CSAH 18 bridge and flooding.  Jerilyn noted that the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) site visit was held Wednesday, April 24, 2019.  Erickson Engineering has been 
hired for the design work.  FHWA has approved installation of a temporary crossing if required.  Erickson 
Engineering has completed the survey work and have submitted three options for county consideration.  After 
considerable discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve Option #3 as presented by 
Erickson Engineering which would be a triple line box culvert crossing.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
Jerilyn also noted that she is currently advertising SAP 054-654-003, CSAH 54 South Industrial Park, Ada, with 
bid opening scheduled for May 30, 2019 at 2 p.m.   
 
Also currently advertising SAP 054-594-001, City of Ada, Park St and 2nd St with bid opening to be June 3, 2019 
at 2 p.m.  Also advertising SAP 054-625-022 and CP 19-106-01, City of Hendrum road raises, with bid opening 
also on June 3, 2019 at 2 p.m.   
 
Ms. Swenson also noted that she had a request from Luther Jacobson for ditch spraying on Judicial Ditch 54.  
The consensus of the board was to submit an annual request for ditch maintenance which would then involve the 
appropriate Ditch Committee.  
 
At 10:37 a.m. Garry Johanson, Planning & Zoning Administrator, addressed the board regarding a Conditional 
Use Permit for Joseph Mozley to move his pump building business from Hitterdal to his property in Twin Valley, 
specifically parcel 04-2242000.  Mr. Mozley has also acquired a Federal Firearms License (FFL) and would like to 
conduct both businesses under one roof.  Mr. Mozley has a Type 7 FFL which is used to sell, buy, gunsmith and 
manufacture firearms.  The county planning commission conducted a public hearing on April 22, 2019 and 
approved the conditional use permit with no conditions placed on the application other than the applicant bringing 
proof of his FFL to the County Board meeting on May 7th.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
approve Conditional Use Permit 5055 on behalf of Joseph C. Mozley.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Garry then gave the board a flood update, stating the FEMA/HSEM meeting will be held on May 14th at the Ada 
Event Center beginning at 9 a.m. with 15 townships in to meet with FEMA reps, bring pictures, invoices, etc.   
Beginning at 10:30 a.m. cities, county, watersheds and utilities will meet with the FEMA representatives.   Garry 
also noted that the county-wide total at this time is $780,483.75 in damages, plus the CSAH 18 bridge expense.   
 
Mr. Johanson then brought forward a service agreement between Norman County and the Norman County 
Demolition Landfill LLC to purchase services of the contractor as a household hazardous waste and cathode ray 
tube collection site for the benefit of Norman County.  After discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to approve the service agreement between Norman County and the NC Demolition Landfill, LLC, to 
provide collection services for HHW.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Johanson also provided the board with information regarding the FY2019 Second Half SCORE Block Grant, 
stating that Norman County should receive $33,864.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the SCORE 
Block Grant.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:10 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting.  James notified the board that he had received 
approval from the State of Minnesota for the county’s purchase of the land from the City of Ada.   
 
James also notified the board that he had received a letter of resignation from Sonja Meline as the Crime Victim 
Advocate.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the letter of resignation, thanking Sonja for her 
service to Norman County and allow Mr. Brue to advertise for a replacement.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
James also notified the board that May 8th is Law Day and they would be having 4 different third grade classes to 
come and hold a mock trial of the Big Bad Wolf.  Mr. Brue stated that the kids really enjoy this and it is a good 
learning opportunity.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Kari Aanenson, Recorder, addressed the board with regard to insufficient fund checks and the 
problem these have been causing with submitting reports and revenues to the Auditor/Treasurer in a timely 
manner.  The State Auditor has suggested increasing the base amount in her checking account as a buffer to 
cover NSF checks.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to add an additional $2,000 
to the Recorder’s checking account.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 



At 11:22 a.m. David Stene, CFO, brought before the board a proposed new County Investment Policy, the main 
change being to remove the Deputy Treasurer and insert the CFO, from the existing policy dating back to 1994.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the newly drafted County Investment Policy.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Stene also handed out new per diem forms for Commissioners to present to the Payroll Dept.   
 
At 11:33 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with regard to donations received from Ada 
Future Leaders in the amount of $200, the City of Ada in the amount of $200 and AgCountry in the amount of 
$125 for the Bike Rodeo which will be held on May 8th in cooperation with the City of Ada, Ada-Borup Schools, 
and the Dekko Center.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve acceptance of the donations toward the 
Bike Rodeo.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:37 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the board with a request to increase hours for Annette Ruebke for 
an 8 week period from 35 hours to 40 hours per week with a Staffing Committee recommendation.  Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve the additional hours for Ms. Ruebke.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Cariveau then addressed the board with a salary adjustment request for Angela Babler.  Angela has passed 
the Tax Calculation Certification Test through the Mn Dept of Revenue.  Mr. Cariveau recommended a 
classification change to Clerk II for Angela as well as provide a $1.00 per hour salary adjustment retroactive to 
January 1, 2019.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the classification change for Angela 
Babler retroactive to January 1, 2019.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Cariveau then brought forward a letter of resignation from Jerilyn Swenson, County Engineer.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to accept Ms. Swenson’s resignation with thanks for her service to Norman County.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then made a motion to begin advertising for an engineer, as well as looking into 
contracting for engineering services.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland asked if the board members had reviewed the bills.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve the bills as presented,  
 
Revenue - $52,755.97   Road & Bridge - $142,978.14  Building - $328.57 
 
EDA - $60.73    Public Health - $6,630.69  Solid Waste - $1,972.00 
 
County Homes - $339.56  TOTAL - $205,065.66  
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 11:52 a.m.  
 
 
_____________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Nathan Redland, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
 
 


